
LA SORT. ROMAN VILLA OF ROTOVA. THE ROMAN WORLD IN SAFOR. THE 

RURAL VILLAS AND THE CITY OF DIANIUM. 

 

– 

 

During Roman times, Safor was part of the catchment area of the city of Dianium (Dénia), a 

town that gained great importance through its natural harbour (Fig. 1).  

 

From there the whole economic life of his ager or field was articulated, since the agricultural 

products that were produced in the numerous rural or village farms in the territory (Fig. 2), 

mainly wine, were exported to the provinces of the Empire. Wine-filled amphorae moved by 

carriage along the motorway at the moment that crossed the region, the Camí Vell de Xàtiva, 

from west to east. On the return journey to the fundus or property, those products that 

arrived at the Dénia’s port from distant places such as Gaul, Hispania itself, the Italian 

peninsula and North Africa, in the form of potteries, they were consumed by the villagers in 

those rural establishments as a sign of modernity and the power of Mediterranean 

globalization that had been established. 

 

The fundus or rural property (Fig. 3) was based on the planning of an area or perimeter, 

which in the case of la Sort would be located between the geographical accidents delimited 

by the Vernissa river and the Vinuesa ravine. The location was an important element for 

being able to provide water, to have land suitable for growing vineyards, olive and cereals, 

meadows where to raise the cattle, and a wooded area to supply wood for the tasks of the 

kitchen and the ovens. In addition, the situation near a communication channel was vital. So 

the Camí Vell de Xàtiva, which linked the cities of Saetabis (Xàtiva) and Dianium (Dénia), 

crossed the property. 

 

 

 

 
 

Fig. 1. Hypothetical reconstruction of the city of Dianium in the first century AD. Drawing by 

Miquel Ortolà Guinnot (Archeological Museum of the City of Dénia) 

 



Within the perimeter of the property were two well-differentiated parts. A pars urbana or area 

of residence of the owner, and a pars rustica or area of buildings of agricultural character. 

With respect to the first zone, in 2004 the construction of the motorway allowed the partial 

detection and excavation of the baths attached to the main or residential building, while in 

the summer of 2006 the excavation of the agricultural area was initiated. A third area could 

be the necropolis or cemetery area, which could have been located around the church, as an 

inscription attests to in the 1950’s. 

 

 
 

Fig. 2 The Camí Vell de Xàtiva with the layout of Roman villas in la Safor. Modification of 

Emili Moscardó Sabater from Google Earth. 

 



 
Fig. 3 Hypothetical reconstruction of the fundus of la Sort’s Roman villa at the beginning of 

the second century AD. Drawing by Ana Pellicer Barea.  

 

 

THE SORT. ROMAN VILLA OF ROTOVA. SPECIFICATIONS, PARTS AND 

FUNCTIONALITY. 

 

– 

 

In 1965, Josep Camarena located a Roman inscription around the church that presented the 

following information: L (VCIUS) • BAEBIUS TRVPO • HIC • SITUS • EST 

“Here lies Lucius Baebius Trupo”. It would be a man of servile ancestry who would have 

been manumitted (made free) by a member of the Baebia gens or family, from whom he 

would take his name. Although some authors consider it a coincidental finding, the situation 

of it on the Roman road (Camí Vell de Xàtiva) could help us to locate the necropolis, 

because these spaces used to be arranged near the roads for the importance of 

remembrance in Roman culture. 

Works in 2004 showed the existence of a residential building (most of which is still hidden on 

agricultural land) that met the economic boom of vineyard cultivation and wine production. 

This wealth resulted in the construction of a sector with several spaces or rooms (Fig. 3) that 

make up the characteristic circuit of the baths (vestibulum (hall); apodyterium (wardrobe); 

frigidarium (cold room); tepidarium (temperate room) and caldarium (hot room), decorated 

with colourful wall paintings that reproduced plant landscapes. 

 

 



 
 

Fig. 1 The “Camí Vell de Xàtiva” in the fundus de la Sort. Pars urbana (Blue), pars rustica 

(red) and necropolis (Yellow). Modified by Emili Moscardo Sabater from the American flight 

of 1956. 

Institut Cartogràfic Valencià. 

 

 

Work from 2006-2007 showed the existence of various departments around a courtyard. 

However, they are the works of musealization of 2019 have allowed to know better the 

reality of the whole of the remains and of the whole of the buildings of the property or fundus. 

Although the results are not definitive, due to the scarcity of resources used in the 

excavation work, they are overwhelming. The pars rustica was therefore a rectangular 

building, with an area of approximately 400 square meters, with a series of apartments or 

rooms around a central courtyard. The main access, which also served as carriages or 

beasts that facilitated agricultural and transport work, was located in the middle of the 

southern wall, with a direction to the residential building with the baths. Each department has 

only one access that served to carry out the consequent tasks related to the cultivation of the 

vine and the production of wine, since among the large number of ceramic materials found in 

the excavation has appeared a large number of large jugs containing this liquid, called 

dolium. Only Department E had two entrances, an interior facing the courtyard and an 

exterior on the façade wall. This south-facing façade was protected from the sun and rain by 

a porch with tiles on a hillside supported by a series of columns of which two foundations 

have been preserved. As a hypothesis to be revealed in future archaeological interventions, 

the stratigraphy could not be delved into the southeastern side of the building to detect the 

inner division of space, but it could be stated that it could situate the necessary press or 



torcularium that every farm had to be able to carry out the tasks of obtaining the red (wine) 

and the yellow (oil) liquid. 

 

 
 

Fig. 2 Fig. 2 Inscription of Ròtova. “Las inscripciones romanas de la Safor” (Corell,1993). 

 

 
 

Fig. 3 Thermal sector plant. Drawing by Manuela Raga and Fco. J. Perua Barceló. 

Modified Emili Moscardó. 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

Fig. 4 Warehouse building of the pars rustica. Drawing by Emili Moscardó Sabater. 

 

 

 

FOOD AND DRINK IN LA SORT. CULTIVATE VINEYARD AND PRODUCE WINE 

FOR THE EMPIRE. 

 

– 

 

 
 

The archaeological method or way of working for archaeologists is to dismantle the various 

layers of soil that have been formed over the centuries, which gives us a large amount of 

movable properties, in the form of ceramics, glass, metal and fauna, among the most 

important and abundant, which respond to the so-called material culture. The arrival of all 

these materials is not a matter of chance, but of the guidelines set forth by the Empire’s 

trade. At first, during the late-republican period and the change of Era, the ceramics 

accompanied the wine that was imported from the Italian peninsula and the south of France, 

in huge quantities towards the provincial markets, which was due to the great demand for 

the wine that was produced in that area. In the same way, the Hispanic production took 



advantage of the commercial circuits constructed around the commerce of the tarraconense 

wine and the oil of the Bética. When is the beginning and height of the North African oil 

trade, in the first, second, third, fourth and the fifth centuries of the Era, with which the 

various varieties of African pottery arrived in Hispania and in la Sort. 

 

 

 

 

DIDACTIC PROPOSALS 

 

– 

 

CHILDISH 

 

From the ceramics you have seen, color those that are from the Roman era by painting them 

your way. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PRIMARY 

 

Link the terms and their explanations: 

 

 

HIGH SCHOOL 

 

After the information provided, reflect: 

 

 
La Sort. Roman Villa of  la Sort 

www.lasort.rotova.es 


